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In the County of Cambridge, 
on Tueſday, JuLY 7. 171g 
BEING 


The Day Appointed by Her Maj zellye 5 
Royal Proclamation for a Publick 


GENERAL PEAGE. 
7 


By IV. LAV, M. A. Fellow of — — 
"College i in Cambridge. 


things above his Reach; but lee of all would any 
Loyal Subject entrench upon Czſar's Rig bt. 
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; Put them in mind to be ub jelt to 
Principalities and Powers. 


! _Þ MF Ankind are at once the moſt glorious 

Fe and moſt contemptible part of the 
| ay Creation, both better and worſe 
than the Beaſts that periſh. If you conſider 
them under the Influence of Religion and the 
Order of Government, it is their diſtinguiſh- 
ing Glory; if as revolting from God, and re- 
belling againſt their Prince, it is their pecu- 
liar Shame. So that they are not more ho- 
nourable in Privilege than diſgraceful in 


NE Conduct. 


And as there has been no great Diſpenſa- 
tions of Heaven, but vaſt parts of the Cre- 
ation have been diſpleaſed at them, ſo are 
there no important Adminiſtrations of earth- 
ly Governours, but numbers of their People 
are uneaſy under them. Did ever Prince 


fight in his Peoples Defence, but many would 


reproach the Defender? Nay, who ever made 
à publick Peace, when all his Subjects would 
thank him for it? Alas! fo rebellious and 

a = _ froward 


47 


(HJ) 


froward are Mankind, that rather than want 
an occaſion of Diſorder, they'll turn furious 


: 


_ againſt their own Protection, and have no 
Patience to be bleſs'd. But we ſhall leſs 


wonder that a Prince can't fave his King- 


o 
— 


conſider that the very Redemption of the 


dom withour dere eg ts. See Fee 


2 Creating againſt their Creator. But 27tho 
I can't but (obſerve how equally averfe we 


are to the Government of God and his Vice- 


in us a. true Spirit of Loyalty on ſuch occa- 
fions. + I ſhall therefore ſhew, _ 815 


2 % % | V * 4 #; 4 5 1 4 2 [4 * 4 # 4 i 
„ Ce eee 
I. That every good Chriſtian and Loyal 
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Subject muſt have a care of Examining too 
; 


FA 


1 . f 
| — 
* 4 


III. That if a Wiſe-man was eres, ſufe | 


that ſome parts of the Publick Adminiſtrati- 
ons. would admit of better Management, yet 
ſhould he be very careful how he; expreſs d 
ſuch Sentiments ; and in ſuch caſes, never ſut- 

fer the Wiſdom or Care of the Government 


R Le wha 


| IV. I ſhall make a general Application of 
What has been faid, to the happy Occaſion of 
| this Day's Solemnity. HL: 


I. I am to ſhew that every good Chriſtian 

and loyal elt muſt have a care of exami-· 

ning too nicely the Affairs of his Prince. 
Curioſity is a Privilege of rational Beings, 
and a neceſſary Principle to jure them in 
ſearching after Truth, conducting all the 
Parts of Life clear of Sin and Folly : But *tis 
a Misfortune common to this and all other 
excellent Endowments, that the Abuſe of 
them is attended with the moſt dangerous 
Conſequences. When the Faculties beſtow'd 
for the Advantage and Ornament of Life are 
zmploy*'d to Purpoſes very diſtant from the 
Deſign of Providence, they are always the 
Occaſion of Miſtakes and ill Conduct. And. 
rhen the natural deſire of Knowledge, which 
A % WV 


* 


ſhould be turn'd to the good Management | 
of that Station in which every Man is pla- | 
'ced, is rhifapply'd to Enquiries, in which we 
have neicher Obligation nor Abilities to be 
informed, beſides The, N eglect of that part 
SE: committed to us, che! iſtakes we cannot 
| but fall into about them, will be the natu- 
ral Cauſes of the greateſt Diſorders in pra- 
ctice. An imprudent Curioſity is the com- 
mon Fault of Mankind; the moſt lofty and 
excellent things have not eſcap'd its Influen- 
ces; nor is Heaven ſo high as to be free from 
the bold Attempts of vain and raſh Speeula- 
tions: much leſs are the Powers below ſecure! 
from Examination and Cenſure. It cannot 
therefore. be unneceſſary or unreaſonable to 
direct this Principle of humane Nature, - and t. 
ſhew how dangerous it is to examine too a 
nicely. into the Affairs of our Prince. F 
This will appear from theſe four Conſi des tl 
- rations: In 
© he 7 From the Danger of becoming too wiſe de 
in our own Conceit ever to be thankful. ar 


gs Lond tar "aus ©: 


2. The Danger from our Ignorance. pr 
3. The Danger from our Paſſions. te 
4. The Danger from Part. bi 


1. By this Practice there is Danger of oug po 
becoming too Wiſe in our own Conceit eve] th 
to be thankful for any thing. pr. 
It has been a common Obſervation, tha thi 
ſeveral, by ſearching into the Laws of Ng an 


=o and a 9g, the Works of the Crg na 
ation W. 


t FP} 
- | ation, have almoſt baniſh'd all Reverence to 
e | the Deity; and by too forward Advances in 
de Philoſophy, have engag'd themſelves in dan- 
rt wp Scruples concerning the Attributes of 
Others pretending; [Reaſon to be their 
Guide, and clear Idea's the only Ground of 
} Aﬀent, have been ſo full of their own Abi- 
| lities, that they would not allow God to be 
n- able to inform them, but have rais'd the 
1 Prerogative of Reaſon, till Revelation has 


had no Authority with them. 
It is juft thus in Politicks; many amongſt 
us have been ſo long ballancing Kingdoms, 
and ſearching into the Conſtitutions of Na- 
tions, they ſee fo clearly into the Intereſts 
and Deſigns of Princes, and have ſuch ſure 
Foreſight into the Events of Things, that 
they are too wiſe to credit our own Admi- 
niſtrations, or have any Value for the Wiſ⸗ 
riſe dom of the Government. They are reſty 
and unruly, bold and diſloyal in their Ex- 
preſſions; and are always ordering things bet- 
ter than their Governours have done: They 
buſy themſelves in ſpreading troubleſome Re- 
ou ports, ſtarting new Dangers, and in making 
the greateſt Security look doubtful : They 
;p pretend that the Intereſt of the Nation is at 
their Heart, that they fee impending Ruin, 
and are therefore forc'd, by all. the 'Tyes of 
natural and civil Duty, to give the Alarm, 
Whereas the only Reaſon is, the Men are 


4%) 

Politicians, and full of Affairs of State; they | 
have often ſettled the Intereſt of Europe, and 
are only angry becauſe their on Scheme is 
neglected. We naturally admire our own | 
Product; and be it*neer ſo monſtrous, . it is 
ſtill the Favourite Iſſue. This makes us tur- 
bulent and uneaſy, when things are not ſquas 

red according to our own Plan, and the leaſt | 
Deviation from ſuch imaginary Lines is thought 
ſufficient matter of Complaint. Thus do we 
ſit in Judgment upon the Prerogative, ar- 
raign the Royal Power, and condemn an 
Authority chat has no Superior but that of 
A little Smattering in any- Knowledge l 
makes People poſitive and dogmatical; and, 
inſtead of forming any Soundneſs of Judg-} 
ment, fills them with aſſuming Airs and 
headſtrong Paſſions. But this is no-where 
more obſervable than in the Application of 
our Minds to Matters of State: Put but any 
jealous Surmiſe in our Heads, and all the 
Wiſdom and Integrity of the Government 
will afford us no Satisfaction; the little Doſe 
of Politicks works us up into imaginary Fears, 
and we can have no Reſt for our mighty 
Knowledge of things. Let us but read a 
M ap, and meaſure the Situation of Kingdoms} 
and then we are the only Judges of the Bal: 
lance of Europe, It is ſuch Knowledge ag 
en een e eee e mee 


„% 
neſs te its firſt Cauſe, and you'll find it all 
owing to ſome groundleſs Whimſy that they 
imbib'd by chance. We may charge moſt 
of our Political Diſorders: upon this Temper 


1 
: 


of Mind. We turn our Heads to the Affairs 
of Nations, draw. up bold Schemes of our 
own, and then contend as ſtiffly for them as 
if the Gov ernment was upon our Shoulders. 
It is hard to ſay, whether this PraQjte, be 
more common or more abominable; the 
meaneft Mechanick dares pretend to be wi- 
ſer than his Governours, and cenſure tlie 
Proceedings of Crown'd Heads. No one's 
Abilities are ſo mean, but he can ſhew you 
ge ſome Fault in the Miniſtry, or ſome unhap- 
d, BY IP in Her Majeſty's Government, tho” 
in truth he be no more a compleat Judge in 
nd : theſe Matters, than of how much Rain would 
ay be beſt in every San. !2 wil HER 
But tis to no purpoſe to tell them the dif- 
ference between Prince and People, that there 
is a ſacred Reverence due to all the Royal 
Adminiſtrations; for, alas! their Heads are 
ole) ſo turn'd with imaginary Draughts, and the 
ars have been ſo long àecuſtom'd to be free wit 
ht) the Regal Power, that they look upon it to 
1 4 be as much their Buſi neſs, as to ſettle their 
my private Accounts. The little pittance- of 
Bal Knowledge which they have pick d up, ſerves 
- 33 only to fill their Heads with empty Cavils, 
and juſt qualifies them to raiſe an Obje&nmn. 
And yet they are ſo full of their mighty Dif 
21105 EET © coveries, 


68.) 
coveries, that they will neither be eaſy them; 
ſelves, nor ſuffer other People to be ſo. For, 
as their Ignorance hinders them from form- 
make them adhere to them: And then no 
ſooner does the Government differ from them, 
but they are for making all differ from it. 
They tien pretend to be good Patriots, to 
awake a dreaming People, and are able to 
demonſtrate, that the Whole State is in dan- 
zer: Whereas the bottom of all this Remon- 
ſtrance and Complaint is only this, that they 
are ſo full of their own Management, as to 
believe themſelves either more faithful or 
more skilful than thoſe who ſit at the Helm. 
And that this is likely to be the Effect of a 
familiar Examination of our Governours Con- 
duct, will appear if we conſider,rT 
2. That the Subject is in the greateft 
Danger of being led into Miſtakes concern- 
ing them, becauſe they are generally igno- 
rant of the true Deſigns of their Governours, 
and the true Springs and Reaſons of their 
Actions. e 
A little Conſideration on the Nature of 
Government, will eaſily convince us, that 
the Subject is generally unqualify'd to judge 
well of the Conduct of their Governour. 
Thoſe whom Her Majeſty has not entruſted 
with any part of Her N are exclu- 
ded from the Secrets of State, kept at a di- 
ſtance from the Springs of Governinent, and 
i N conſe- 


3 9) | 
conſequently are under a natural incapacity 
of judging of it exactly. They ſee things 
only in part, conſider their expediency with 
ſome particular Regards, and then break 
out into indecent Behaviour becauſe the Go- 
vernment is wiſer than themſelves. And 


+ yet that which ſeems not ſo convenient to 
them, in that view which they are able to 


eonſider it, may a 


pear the moſt neceſſary 
and delireable to thoſe whom Wiſdom and 


| Tntegrity have recommended to an higher 


Station. For, private Perſons take their. 
views from wrong Points, and are placed at 
ſuch a diſtance from the ObjeR, that hey +” 
can hardly forbear judging of it otherwiſe 
than it is in it ſelf. * po Wa may be things 
of the greateſt Moment and Reaſons of State, 
which lye open to thoſe entruſted with it, 
which yet to the generality of Mankind muſt 
be as inviſible as thoſe Guardian Powers which 
carry- on the Courſe of Nature. 'And as 
there are many Scenes of Providence, which 
to our ſhort knowledge of things may ſeem 
7} grievous, and make us almoſt doubt of the 
: Goodneſs of God, which if we were tho- 
roughly inform'd of the Deſign, End and Ne- 
ceſſity of them, would make us confeſs and 
adore that unerring Wiſdom, which ordereth 
all things for our good : cos ns 

So, in human Adminiſtrations, we are apt 
ſometimes to wonder at the Methods of our 
Goyernour, and begin to queſtion either his 
ek pb ”  Wikkan 


5 (10) TTY 

Wiſdom or his Care. We don't know-the | 
meaning of this Step, or what's the defign of 
ſuch an Expedient, and that diſturbe both our 
felves and- others, with ſtrange ConjeQures, 
fearful  Proſpe&ts of imaginary Dangers. 
Whereas did we but ſee into the true State 
of things, and had more extenſive Views, our 
_ rude unmannerly Cavils would be chang d 
into Sentiments of Love, Reverence and Ad- 


cern ourſelves deeply in theſe Matters, be- 


cauſe it's almoſt impoſſible but our Jud 
ments muſt be weak and Aang it 
8 ſtill of worſer Conſequence, becauſe theſe 
Miſtakes will be heightened and enlarged, 
3. By the prejudice and violence of our 
_ The Affairs of State are a large field of 
Gratificatzon to ungovern'd Minds, there is 
ſomething to ftrike in with all our Paſſions, 
and catch every falfe bent of our Souls. Are 
we Self-conceited or Ill-natur'd; what more 
delightful Topick than to cenfure the Wiſ⸗ 
dom of the Government, and raiſe diſcontent 
among the People? Tis a fweet Indulgence 
to ſuch a Temper to proſelyte the Multitude 
and bead a Party, of Malecontents. To 
2 and find fault are things pleaſant to 
our Corrupted Natures, but to diſgrace the 
Management of Princes, and preſeribe to 
whole Councils of State, is the higheſt Satiſ- 
,, OE, 55. on 


(#1) 
faction of an ungovern'd Mind. Are S 
affected to Men in Power and Authority, 
what more plauſible ptetence than for the 
Nations good to calumniate and reproach 
their Mott _ lorious Undertakings? To con- 
jure up monſtrous Fears, and ſcatter baſe Jea- 
joaſies.upder the wiſeſt and ſafeſt Protection? 
To be a Proficient in fuch Miſchief as this, is 
like ſharing the Government, and {wells Peo- 
ple with their own Authority. A Man grows 
great in his own Eyes by ſetting himſelf againſt 
the ſupream Power, and deems it no mall 
Grandeur to be thus undutiful. To find our 
a blemiſh in a glorious Character, and fix ill 
Conduct upon renown'd Adminiſtrators, is 
pleaſure and ſatisfaction to ambitious Spirits. 
It carries a ſemblance of Wiſdom to ſee farther 
than our Governours, and of great Integrity 
to undeceive a blinded Peopte. 
Io appear importantly uneaſie, te be 
frighted at the Publick Adminiſtrations, and 
ſeem burthend with Nationa] Care, has 
help d many Man to make a figure. Who 
has not ſeen a ſott of People that forgetting 
every natural Duty of Life, every Office of 
their own Province continually fretting at the 
Powers in being? They may rage and'reſent, 
and it's the Patriot Spirit; be turbulent and 
and uneaſie, and its State - Wiſdom; be malici- 
ous and ill natur'd and its true Integrity, and 
defame the Government for meer National 


* „ * 
* 
* 
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Thus may all our baſe Paſſions be here diſ. 
play d under ſpecious colours, and we may 
get Reputation and Credit for daring to be 
It is an eaſie thing to contrive Schemes to 
advance ourſelves, and then call every thing 


* 
x 


that obſtructs them, Popery and Slavery. Io 


abuſe and diſgrace the Government, becauſe 
we have no private Ends that we can make 


of it. Jezebel with a feign'd Piety proclaim'd 
a Faſt, but it was for NVaboth's Vineyard; fo 


many amongſt us publiſh f pretended Con- 


cerns for the Nations Safety, but were there 
not ſome fruitful Vineyard which they want- 
ed, they would no more appear in the Care 
of their Country, than Jezebe! in the Cauſe 
of Piety. But as this meddling with the 
Affairs of State, is likely to be thus dange- 
rous and ſinful from the force of our Paſſions, 
fo ſhall we find a much greater Danger (till to 


come, if we conſider, 
5 5 The Biaſs of Party. 


Beſides the common violence of our ordi- 
nary Paſſions, there are Men who have got 
a ſet of Paſſions to indulge, which have no 
foundation either in Nature or Reaſon, but 
are the reſult of factious Principles. They 
have added to the common Corruptions of 
human Nature, ſown freſh Seeds of Vice, 
and acquir'd new ways of Sinning. They 
are trained up by the force of Principle and 


che inſtinct of Party, to rejeQ every thing 


that's 


(13) 
that's Good, queſtion every thing that's Sa- 
cred, cavil at every thing that's Wiſe, and 
reproach-- every thing that's Honourable. 
They are bred up in Doctrines that are fo - 
adapted to our Corrupted Paſſions, that they 
raiſe a kind of Enthuſiaſm in the dulleſt 
Mo,/jcͤcrtals, thoſe that would have ſcarce 
warmth enough from Nature to raiſe one 
vigorous Paſſion, are by this Spirit thrown 
into unnatural Heats, and rais'd above them- 
ſelves. They are no longer what Nature 
deſign'd them, but by an-envenom'd Tem- 
perament breath -forth nothing but. heat 
and fury. Hoiſted by ſtrange ſtarts of Vio- 
lence, they become the ſport of Paſſions, 
and deſcribe a Life leſs amiable than Storm 
and Tempeſt. 2 1 85 
The Whiſpers of this Party-Spirit rouzes 
their attention like the Voice of an Ora- 
Va they liſten with eagerneſs, and obey with 
fury. 8 
| i ſits ſuperiour in their Souls, commands 
the ſprings of Action, and gives direction 
to every Power of Nature. Neither their 
Eyes, nor their Ears, nor their Thoughts 
have any freedom, but in ſpight of all the 
common Senſe of Mankind, they muſt See 
and Hear, Dream and Rave, juſt as this 
Spirit pleaſes to direct them. They muſt 
Love as it Loves, Fear as it Fears, and fol- 
low its Guidance thro all the blind Mazes of 
Error and Diſtract ion. It's moſt exravagant 
1 5  Humours 


ef 


they drive on; triumphant in Zeal har 


(14). 
nn are dearer to pation the DoQrines 
of. Life, and the embrace with fierceneſs 
_ eyery ridiculous, /himſie that has its Stamp. 
If irs raiſed by this Spirit they fall down and 
worſhip it, the dear Warm at 
their Hearts, a and they'll hae no pains in 
its defence. There is ao putting the Princi- 
95 of Religion or Conſcience i in their et | 


all e, and deaf to the very 
Thunder, of Heaven. They run into 14 
of Madnek, and jump at any new Ab- 
0 ity that this Spirit can inſtruct them 
With. It can make them rail and cry out at 
the greateſt Bleſſings, and murmur at the 
Pale hand of id nay, ſuch is its 
Power, that under its influence they will 
anf their Misfortunes, contend for pin, 
and pant after the ſeyereſt Curſes. 
It is not What Religion commands, what 
Loyalty requires, what Honour teaches, or 
what the Publick Good calls for, but what 
will gratifie the furious Spirit, that engages 
their Teal, and keeps up their Paſſions. 
A Fanatick Impetuoſity has uſurp'd their 
Souls, and then no wonder that the Govern- 
Re is too Wiſe and Sober to be admir'd by 
m. 
A Soul thus deftroy'd by ſeditjous Scheifles, 
is not to be affected 5 the Goodneſs or 
Neceſſity of any thing; the dear Faction is 
more eee than Li more fear d 805. 


0d, 


4 888 C215) a 
God, more honoured than the King. Tg 
a miſerable Sight to behold a rational Crea: 
ture thus over-run with Wildneſs, fallying 
out of his own Sphere, devoid of Reſt, an 
erverle to every Bleſſing of Life. His 80 
that ſhould be putting on. the Ornaments | 
of a meek and quiet e is labouring in 
impertinent Care, fiudying Diſorder, and 
enflaming Animolities and Piſcontent. 
But here I muſt beg leave to obſerve, that 
theſe are now a- days our bleſs'd Political 
Reformers, that cry out of a greatly falling 
State, juſt as the dizzy Head fancies all fwims 
3 round about it. Theſe are our warm Stu- 
3 dents in State-Affairs, that would have us 
fear as much the Bleſſings of Peace, as the 
Mliſeries of a Plague; but their Judgments 


may then he admitted for good, when the 
Blind can ſee and the Deaf hear. 


- 


For, alas! ſuch deluded Biggots can no more 
: reliſh the Happineſs of a welkEorder'd State, 
| where, Truth, and Peace, and Juſtice fou: 
rin, then Slayes to Sin could taſte the Feli- 
city of Heaven. The Faculties muſt be pre- 
par'd, the Senſes in tune, and irregular De- 
ſitres dropp'd, before we can enjoy the Hap- 
pineſs of any State. And as the Beatifick 
Viſion would be matter of Torment to im- 
pure Spirits, ſo may the glory of a proſperous 
State caſt gloom and deſpair on its factious 
Members. Let them therefore be aſhamed 
of ſuch viſible Grimace as to charge their 
88 ſeditious 
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 feditious Reſentments upon their Care for 
the Publick, when 'tis too notorious, that 
they are almoſt diſtracted at the common 
. Proſperity, and ready t& gnafſh their Teeth 
to ſee us Flouriſh in ſpight of all their wicked 


0 


Endeavours to the contrary. 


. 


When therefore they court us out of love to 
our ſelves, to quit the mean ſerenity of Peace 
for the glorious noiſe of War, we ſhall bid 
them look at Satan raging with deſpair and 
_ - anguiſh at the ſight bf Man in Paradife, and 
remember that their care for us, is like that 
Helliſh Kindneſs which perſwaded the happy 
Innocent to eat in order to be a God: I have 
now ſhewn how dangerous it is for private 
Perſons to meddle with the Affairs of Go- 
vernment, from ſeveral Conſiderations: Firſt, 
Becauſe ſuch a Practice is apt to inake us too 
wiſe in our own Conceit, ever to be thankful; 
Secondly, That there is Danger from our Tg- 
norance. Thirdly, From the Prejudice of Paf. 
ſions. Foarthly, From the Biaſs of Party. This 
was the firſt thing I propounded. 3 
I come now to my 24 general Head; 
namely, to ſhew that if a Wiſe Man was 
pretty ſure that ſome parts of the Publick 
Adminiſtrations would admit of better Ma- 
nagement, yet ſhould he be very careful how 
heexpreſs'd his Sentiments in ſuch Caſes, and 
ſuffer neither the Wiſdom, nor the Care of 
the Government, to be made the Common 
Popicks of Reflection. 1 1 
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We have ſhewn n Dangerous it is 

for private Men to concern themſelves in 
Matters of State, becauſe they lye under 10 
many Inca pacities of making right Judg- 
ments. But however, let us for once ſuppoſe 
them as Wiſe as they are in their own 2255 
and that they really ſee farther into things 
than thoſe that ſit at the Helm, yet is it un- 
juſtifiable to expoſe the Failings and leſſen 
the Credit of the Royal Protection. 

1 ſhall ſhew the Sinfulneſs of this Praftice 
upon theſe TWO Accounts 

1ſt, As it's a Breach of Humanity. 

2 ay, As it's Deſtructive of the Ends of 
Government. 

by. ft, As it's a Breach of Humanity. 

It is an indiſpenſable Goſpel- Duty, that 
We ſpeak Evil of no Man, but with a kind 
Concern conceal the Slips and Infirmities of 
our Neighbour. 

If then this Charitable Wiierne ha due 
to the meaneſt Peaſant, and we can't expoſe his 
Weakneſs Without a Breach of Duty ; how 
much more is ſuch Behaviour due to the 
Sacred Perſon that repreſents the Authority 
of Heaven? 

If Charity muſt think no Evil; but bear 
all things, believe all things, hope all things, 
and endure all things; can Loyalty be leſs 
patient, leſs humble, lels eaſie, or leſs ſubmiſ- 
five? It would be ſtrange Madneſs to ima- 
Sine that thoſe in Authority are debarr'd the 

C Treat- 
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Treatment, to Which the reſt of Mankind 
are entitled by the Jaws of Humanity; or 
that what is Slab towards our Neighbour, 
is not more - exceeding Sinful. when aQed 
againit our Soveraign.. The Eminence of | 
Seaton, to which: Princes are exalted, and 
the numerous Advantages owing to their 
Protection, require { great degrees. of Re- 
ſpect and Reverence, that to publiſh their 
Miſcarri is worſe than 1 an a Fa- 
ther's Nakedneſs. And he that dares think 
of ſuch Perſons but as other Men, is ſcarce 
leſs abſurd, than 1 wha held them to be 
real G ds. | 21 
To do to others us we defies. to be ud 
our ſelves, is one of the Fundamental Arti- 
cles of Natural Religion; and upon this 
Principle it is, that all Mankind lie under 
an Obligation to mutualiy conceal and pals by 
Infirmities and Miſcarriages 40 
It is impoſſible in any Station of Life to 
be free: from them, and unleſs mutual For- 
bearance, charitable Conſtruction, and a for- 
giving Temper concur to heal the 1 
that human Infirmity is always making 1 
the ſocial Duties, Society could never — 
been maintain'd, or the Comforts of it en- 
joy'd by. Mankind. 
Now in the Sal parts of Liſe, the 
| greateſt 'Difficulties are found, to exerciſe the 
Wisdom, Courage and Integrity, of thoſe 
8700 Providence has placed there. ha 
accord- 
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accordingly the greateſt Abilities can no more 
be ſuppoſed to be free from Miſcarriages in 
thoſe nice and important Affairs, which be- 
long to the higheſt Station, than meaner 
Capacities in lower Scene, And therefore 
to watch the Steps of the Magiſtrate, and 
remark his Slips with a malicious Care, is 
_ againſt the Common Laws of Humanity. - 
But how much higher does it make theſe 
Duties of Love and Reſpect ariſe, when we 
conſider our Prince as receiving his Authority 
from God, and commiſſiog'd to govern in 
his Name ? For, can we imagine that God's 
Vicegerent, to whom he has committed the 
Protection and Government of part of the 
Creation, may be treated with the leaſt de- 
. gree of Diſreſpe& ? Sacred is the Perſon, 
and 1nviolable his Power, who is fo imme- 
diately the Miniſter of God, the great and 
awful Inftrument of Providence for the good 
of Mankind. And we might as humbly 
| pretend to find fault with Providence it 
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| ſelf, and queſtion -the Juſtice and Wifdom of 
God, when our Condition is not fo good as 
we could wiſh, as to make bold with his 


Repreſentative, and cenſure every Action of 

his which we Judge not for our good. 

Thus to inſult the Throne, is building a ſe- 
cond Babel, and will be accounted War with 
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6 1 2 4% This ractice of Diſparagi the Go- 


vernment, is. Deſtructive of the Ends of Go- 


One great ſupport. of Authority, is the 
reſpect which the Perſons, who are inveſted 
with it, maintain in the Opinion of Mankind. 
Now perſonal Excellencies and Abilities as 
nee make them conſiderable, as notori- 
ous failings, and follies bring them into Con- 
tempt. Tis therefore an Injury very diffi- 
cult to repair, to expoſe the ill Conduct of 
any, one, becauſe it either villifies the Wiſ- 
dom, or brings in queſtion the Honeſty of 
the Accuſed, and defervedly leaves upon the 
Authors of it, the Character of bad Chriſti- 
ans, and bad Neighbours. But when the 
Conduct of Princes is aſſaulted with Cen- 
ſure and Reproach, thoſe concerned in it, 
muſt be accounted the worſt of Subjects: 
. Becauſe the Supream Authority by ſuch 
Practice is weaken'd, and its Commands re- 
. ceived with Diſreſpect. ny 
The Authority of Princes, *tis true, is 
founded in their Commiſſion from God, and 
Obedience is a neceſſary Duty of the Subject: 
But this Obligation cannot be ſuppoſed to 
have a greater Influence in this Caſe, than 
in other inſtances of Chriſtian Duty; and 
therefore unleſs the Majeſty of Princes be 
guarded by ſome other Fences than this, Re- 
bellion may ſometime or other prove as or- 
vdinary and common, as the Breach of any 
I Duty 
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Duty of the Goſpel. The Laws indeed of all 


Government, provide againſt Diſobedience by 
the greateſt - Penalties, | and Princes have in 
their Hands ſufficient Power to inflict; thoſe. 


Puniſhments; but if the Spirit of Cenſure, 


and Calumny, and: ſeditious Remonſtrance 


* 


againſt them be rais'd, and diffuſe its ſelf 


8 * 


thro' the Body of the People, the Hands, of 


the Prince muſt be too weak to execute the 


Laws upon ſuch numerous Offenders. The 
Authors therefore and Encouragers of, bold. 
and ſlanderous Reflections upon their Rulers, 
take the readieſt way to ruin their Authority, 
endanger their Perſons, and bring the Cala- 
mities of War and Blood ſhed upon a Nation. 
And altho' they do not take up Arms againſt 
their Governors, yet are they the Encoura- 
gers of Faction, the Trumpeters of Sedition, 
and the Authors and Maintainers of that 
Fire, which unleſs fed by the fuel of Defa- 
mation and Libel, would neither at firſt have 
broke out into a Flame, nor continued Raging 
to the Deſolation of the Publick. Surely 
therefore they are without Underſtanding, 


that thus work Wicked neſs, that labour to 
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betray their Fellow-Subje&s, into Ruin and 
Miſery, and make Proſelytes to Rebellion; 
that ſow the Seeds of Diſquiet, and work up 
Mens Minds into ſuch imaginary Fears, till 

they Dread their own Sovereign in Peace, more 
than the cruelieſt Enemy in War. But per- 
haps a Perſon can plainly demonſtrate, that 
: C3 "a 


the Government is not ſo Wiſe as it might 


49 


be. What then? Is he by bringing down 
its Authority, and making People weary and 
im atient under it, as Dutiful as he ſhould be? 
Is he not both by Birth and Condition a 
ubject, Where then is his Duty in repining, 
or the Propriety of his meddling with the 
Ad niniſtrations of Government. For, an en- 
tire Submiſſion, an humble Acquieſcence is 
as much his P Daty, as *tis''that of his' Prince 
to govern well. Loyalty and Obedience are 
but meer Names, if as often as we diſlike 
we may reproach the Government. If every 
vain Dreamer may fancy ſtrange © proſpeft 


of Danger, and then accuſe and aſperſe the 


preſent Safety. But he will y how can 
any Engliſh Heart be unconcern'd, if he faw 
the Ale Nation falling into Ruin: Alas! 
vain Man, how could any Chriſtian Soul be 


unafflicted, if a Plague was ſent amongſt us? 


but muſt he therefore raiſe a Party againſt 
Heaven, and teach People to murmur at 
Providence ? No, moſt ſurely. His Afflicki- 
on muft be exerciꝰ d in a 2 Submiſſion, 

nd his Mourning break forth in Humility. 
He muſt ſeek for Help, not by paſſionate Re- 


fentments, but 1 in Mecknefs, by Su plications I: 


and Prayers, that God would pleaſe either to 
divert or ſanity the common Calamity. 
Thus muſt we 'obey both God and our 


Queen, if we deſire to be either Religious 
or Loyal, n belongs to us, but to 
a — 
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act the meek and quiet part, and be calm ay 
patient, if not thankful for every Method of 
Protection. For, no Miſmanagement -can 
cancel the Duties of Allegiance and Reſpect, 
or make it pardonable rg Wenk Evil of ag 
Authority. „M 18 =," 
But we are bound by the; ſtrictect Ti ies, as 
Men, Chriſtians, and objects, to do all we 
can to keep both our ſelves and others from 
Na diſloyal Thought, Word or Action. 
it plainly appears, that to Diſparage Our 
— leſſen their Authority, is a Breach 
of the Laws of Humanity, and Deſtructive 
to the Ends of Government. But I can't 
leave this Head, without beſeeching many 
of us to look to ourſelves i in this Point. For; 
it al be ſpoken to our Shame, that there 
is nothing more common amongſt us, than 
the Diſparaging of Government. We fall 
rudely upon the Royal Adminiſtrations, and 
boldly queſtion and diſpute the Wiſdom of 
every ſtep of Governments Nay, we work 


our Brains, and are even uneaſie, till we can 


make out a Fault. To, ſtudy and expoſe 
Failings in the Publick Management, is as 
uſual a. Method of Signalizing our Sagacity, 
as tis for the Critick to labour at a fine Piete, 
till he has diftinguiſh'd himſelf either by 
finding, or making a Blunder. Tis a melan- 
choly Task to deſcribe the Workings of this 
baſe Spirit of State-Criticiſm. Whilſt the 
Learned World: has but here and there a 
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Genius that pretends Us was made on pur- 
poſe to find Fault with Homer and Virgil. 


The Political State Fwarms. witlran Infinity, 


that act as if they were Born for no other 


End than” to ſpeak Evil of Princes. It is 


now, that almoſt every third Perſon you meet 
comes loaded with Schemes and Demonſtra- 


tions that the Government is ' contrivin! 
your Ruin, that you are loſt to all Human 


Means, and that nothing but a Miracle can 


ſave vou. They haunt and torment with 
new Hiſcoveries, and will allow you neither 
Senſe nor Reaſon, unleſs, with them, you'll de- 


ſpiſe the Wiſdom, and diſtruſt the Care of the 


Government. But let ſuch Miſcreant Heads 
tremble at impending Thunder; let them 
know,: that he who is God above, is Prince 
below; ;-and that to Reproach Her who! Reigns 


on Earth, is to Infult' that Majeſty which 


Reigns in Heaven. Let them know, that to 
bear about Evil Reports, and raiſe Diſcon- 
tent in the Subject, is as far from true Loy- 
alty, as carrying Arms, and heading Troops 


of Rebels; and that chey who ſo reſiſt, W 


receive to tnemſelves Damnation. 

There are no Sins which betray a more 
5 profligate Mind, or call for greater Venge- 
ance than our rude Inſults, our ſeditious Be- 
haviour towards our Sovereign. To lefſen 


her Authority, to diſgrace her Government, 


and teach her People to murmur a 


ainſt her, 
ht at the Day of * 


e us 3 
for 


make 
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for Mountains to fall on us, and Seas to cover us. 
Till be a fad moment when the Diſorders 

of a Faction ſhall be laid to our Charge, 
when Troops of Malecontents ſhall make us 
anſwer for their Sins, and we muſt bear the 
Puniſhment ofa Seditious Nation! when the 
great- tremendous Judge of -all the World 

all lay before us our reſtleſs Heats, and re- 
bellious Murmurings againſt our Gover- 
nours! when he ſhall 'vindicate -the Honour 
of injur'd Majeſty, and lay to our Charge 
this ſad Aggravation, that Whatever we have 
done againſt our Prince, we have done it 
againſt him! Will it then be any Pleaſure to 
remember the furious Scene of Life? Any 
Satisfaction to recollect the Triumphs of Ini- 
quity? Will it then be any Joy to look back 
upon the paſſionate unruly Part we have 
acted, what Diſloyalty we have taught our 
Brethren, what Trouble and Care we have 
occaſion'd our Sovereign? Will it be any 
Comfort to review the fraudulent Arts of 
Faction, the deceitful Clamours of Party ? 
No, no; as well might Satan rejoyce that he 
made War with Heaven, as ſuch unhappy 
Wretches for carrying on a Faction againſt 
their Governours. FEE ³ĩ 

But ſeeing, as it plainly appears, the ſpeak- 
ing Evil of Government, and cenſuring its 


Conduct, is fo great a Breach of the Laws 


of Humanity, ſo inconſiſtent with the End 
of Government, and conſequently ſo deſtru- 
Rive to the Peace of Society, I {hall z. 
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3. Enquire. very briefly: into the Cauſe of 
this ſoabominable Practice, and why it comes 
to be now the common Fault of ane all 


ees of Men a doe 

_ little —— on the Workings of 
human N lature, will inform us, that there 
are certain Vices, as well as Virtues, that 
hang together as it were in a Chain, and are 
link d by an inſeparable Union. Plant but | 
ſuch Roots, and you may depend upon Foot 
Fruit; for, neither Grapes grow on Thorns, 
nor Figs on Thiſtles. But if the Tree may 
be known by its Fruit, we need not look 
long for the Root of theſe rebellious Branch- 
es. They certainly ſpring from theſe two 
woc — chr ore of late been 
wn and propagated with no common 
: Induſtry and Arifice: | 
| "Princes have all their Authority 
n the People. . 

2. That they my be reſiſted and depov'd 
pon, occaſion. 
Iüſnall not ſpe | any. time in proving the 
Falſity and Baſeneſs of theſe Propoſitions, this 
being already as ſufficiently prov'd, by many 
W - Divines of our Church, as any Ar- 
ticle of the Chriſtian Faith: I ſhall. on ly at 

ſerit obſerve, how deſtructive they are to 

the Peace of Society, and how naturall they 
lead their Profeſſors into rude, reſtleſs, and 
u Behaviour: towards Some 


1 85 I might 
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1 might appeal to univerſal Experience 
that ſuch and fych a Practice has always gone 
along with ſuch a Set of Principles, and that 
they who have held wrong Notions of Sove- 
raignty, have never faibd to be as blameable 
in their Conduct. And tho? it often happens 
that People act ſhort of good Principles, yet 
is it ſeldom or ever known they live heiter 
than they believe. For, as good Principles 
have the Corruptions of our Nature, the Sol- 
licitations of ill Men, and the Temptations 
of the Devil to contend with; ſo are all theſe 
on the ſide of bad ones, which makes their 
Influence too powerful not to be obey'd. 
And as Experience teſtifies, that they who 
imbibe ſuch abſurd and unchriſtian Dockrines 
are always Deſpiſers of Majeſty, and averſe 
to the meek and gentle Duties of religious 
Loyalty; ſo does Reaſon teach us, that ſuch 
Behaviour is the natural and neceſſary Reſult 
66 cheir Fristielees 1h on 
He that holds his Prince to have all his 
Authority from the People, muſt ſecretly de- 
ride the Name of Majeſty, and laugh at the 
empty Title of Supream : For, what .is it but 
Pageantry and Mock-Honour, for a Being to 
Lord it over his Maſters, and pretend to go- 
vern them from whom he derives all his 
Power. of Government ? Was the. Potter to 
make his Veſſel to Supream Honour, and 
then call it his Soveraign Lord, he would juſt 
regard it as the Man eſteems his Prince that 
: | he 


— — n — A 7 — - —— — —— 
n * 2 —— 
— — — ee Ae ery» _ 2 
* 
* * F 


* 
** * 
: ! 
oo 15 N 


he knows is but a Creature of his own. It 
zs indeed abſolutely impoſſible, in the very 
nature of things, to keep up any inward Re- 
verence, or awful Regard for the Preroga- 


tive, whilſt we derive it from ſo mean an 
Original. Such People may approach the 
Throne with Titles of Gracious Soveraign, 


and Serene Majeſty, and be mighty dutiful 


ſo long as they ſhine with its Brightneſs, or 


govern under its Protect ion; but no ſooner 


does the Being begin to att - as if it was a 


Prince, or its Prerogative real, but the Pa- 


geantry is diſcover'd, the Plot unravell'd, and 
the Sceptred Majeſty dwindled into a State- 
Machine. Thus a Perſon that believes Chri- 


ſtianity to be founded on ſecular Policy, may 


be a great Devoto whilſt he reaps the Bene- 
fits of its Influence; but no ſooner does it claſh 
with his Interelt, and obſtruct his worldly De- 
figns, but he pulls off his Mask, and lets you 
know, that this or any other Religion has all 


its Obligations from the Conſent of the Peo- 


ple; that none ought to be encourag'd any 


longer than it's ſubſervient to our Intereſt ; 


and, that no one is oblig'd to ſerve. God for 
nought. Thus do' falſe Notions concerning 


the Origin of Religion and Government, 
equally deſtroy all true Piety towards God, 
and Loyalty towards our Prince. In either 
caſe we ſhall live as falſe as we believe; it 
being moſt certain, that every Error in Faith 
is a Foundation of erroneous Practice. If 
A WES 
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we look upon Soveraignty to be only a State- 
* "Thing dreſs'd up with Grandeur to ſerve a 
Turn, a Contrivance of human Wit, our 
Obedience will riſe no higher than Formali- 
ty and Grimace, and we ſhall be only occa- 
ſional Conformiſts to a little outward Cere- 
1 mony: But we ſhall be Strangers to thoſe 
Impreſſions of Awe and Veneration, that 
profound Reſpect and humble Deference 
which make up the Beauty and Comelinefs 
of Loyalty. And indeed it would be very 
ſtrange if we ſhould not, that we ſhould pur 
aà Being in a Station to execute our Orders, 
wait our Demands, and then be terrify*d 
with its Grandeur, that we ſhould rremble 
at the Executioner of our own Pleaſure, and 
dread a Power that is derived from us. This 
Doctrine makes Government, at the beſt, to 
be but a uſeful piece of empty Pomp, and 
expoſes the ſubmiſſive and gentle Virtues of 
Obedience as ridiculous and abſurd. It digs 
up the very Roots of every dutiful Affecti- 
on, and takes away the Foundation of all 
virtuous and Loyal Behaviour. They there- 
fore that maintain it, ought no more to be 
entruſted with the Intereſts of Princes, than 
- Atheiſts with the Care of Religion; when 
the latter can approach the Altar with De: 
votion, then may the former addreſs the 1 
Throne with Loyalty. 
The other fundamental Error which I am 
to take notice of, as having the ſame perni- 
cious 
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Hons Effect upon our Manners, is that of 
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belides the Wickedneſs of this Principle, 
whenever it leads us into Action, it has this 
farther Aggravation, that it always keeps us 
in a baſe Temper, and ill-diſpoſed towards 
our Governour. It is a Seditious Root, that 
zs conſtantly ſhooting forth Branches of Per- 
verſeneſs, that overſpreads the Soul with | 
maſterly and inſulting Paſſions, and makes us 
uncapable of performing an humble Obedi- 
ence to our Soveraign. It i attended with a 
profligate Boldneſs, that's too proud to Obey, 
too hardned to Fear, and thoughtleſs enough 
do attempt any thing. It unprepares a Man 
for any thing that's Loyal, unhallows the 
Breaſt where it harbours, and ſpirits up Diſ- 
order and Rebellion. It's as contrary to a 
true Senſe of Majeſty, and the Dignity of 
Regal Power, as Darkneſs is to Light. The 
Prerogative has nothing of Grandeur or Au- 
_thority, nor will any Enſigns of Majeſty 
command an awſul Efteem, when it's made 
the Duty of the Subject to be govern'd as 
they pleaſe. The Sacred Perſon is only 
cloatt'd with Majeſty, as with their Livery, 
and may be ftript at their Diſcretion. Ac- 
cording, to this 'Tenet, Human Life may be 
compar'd to a Theatre, where the Majelty 
of Kings and Queens ſtrikes no Terror on 
thoſe that act the contrary part. [i 


5 The 
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The Men of this Stamp can have no more 
Retard for their Soveraign than any other 
Perſon employ'd in their Service, they having 


nothing to ground their Reſpect upon, but 
the Jud 


ment they make of his performi 
tis ang K ſo that they can only love and 
reſpe& him for the bulk, of the Service he 
does them. He has no Title to his Place but 
Merit, and no Title to Merit but what they 
pleaſe. to allow him. They are committed 
to his Care, juſt as a Servant is entruſted 
with the Government of his Maſter; ſo long 
as he ſtrikes in with their Inclinations, and 
executes their Pleaſure, he may be call'd Su- 
pream, and fit in a Throne; but if he dares 
to reject their fantaftick Deſigns, he may be 
brought as a Criminal to an ignominious 
Block, and fall a bloody Sacrifice to his of- 
fended Lords. : 
For, every Step of Government that does 
not gratify ſuch People, puts them upon the 
thought of Change, or at leaſt of repriman- 
ding Majeſty into better Behaviour. This 
diſcretionary Power keeps them always rea- 
dy charg'd for Attack; they are tender of ill 
Uſage, and ever dreaming of the Liberty of 
the Subject. By knowing they may Reſiſt, 
they are always ready, and watching the 
occaſion, and may be truly calld a ſtanding 


Army diſciplin'd by Principle to awe the Pre- 
rogative, as 


This 


LIT © 
Ihis may ſuffice to ſhew how naturally 
theſe Principles diſpoſe us to rude and inſo- 
_ tent Behaviour towards Government. 
I have now gone through the chief part 
of my Deſign, and have laid before you the 
ſeveral Reaſons why every good Subject 
| ſhould have a care of examining too nicely 
the Conduct of his Prince; 1. Leſt he be- 
come too wiſe in his own Conceit ever to be 
thankful or pleas'd with any thing; 2. Leſt 
he diſlike things through his Ignorance, the 
| Violence of Paſſions, or the Byaſs of Party. 
T have likewiſe made it appear, that though 
we could really diſcover a Flaw in the Con- 
duct of our Governour, that to publiſh ſuch 
Miſmanagement, raiſe Diſcontent in the Sub- 
ject, and leſſen the Credit and Authority of 
our Soveraign, is a Practice wicked and abo- 
minable, contrary to the Laws of Humanity, 
and deſtruQtire of the Ends of Government, 
and the Peace and Welfare of Society. I have 
alſo enquir'd how the diſparaging and ſpeak- 
ing evil of Government, comes to be the fa- 
ſhionable Iniquity of theſe preſent Times, 
and have found it to ariſe from ſome rebel- 
| lious Principles, concerning the Origin and 
Nature of Government. 
I come now, in the laſt place, to make a 
general Application of what has been ſaid to 
the happy Occaſion of this Day,  _ 
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IAC the beſt of Religion: ins has been nn 
hes ore or leſs rene wi it Schiſms, 10 is 
e common Fate of che by of A 


men S, £0. be weakened with Jy ition. The 
nſtitutions, whether 8 acred or Ci- 
5 ever . divine ia excellent, 
aa 22 987 „ by numbers of People, 
and con demm d, with the 
1 1 Abhorrence. No wonder 
{hen tha that the ſame Spirit of Error ſhould 
diſconrene at the Bleſſings of Peace. 
eace! which nothing but, the moſt 
See Wiſdom, and laborious Care, 
bleſs d ele Providence, could have pro- 
rd bf Peace! which if we confider 
as i NE the moſt for 
| Faye: if 1 0 f ittle expetted, the moſt 
_ Joyful; if how 777 managed, the moſt 
28 9 if how much A, the moſt 
e that, ever Nation had to glory 


f. A Peace ! which reſtores us to all. the ; 
Hoppinets which equitable Laws, a hea- ö 
venly Religion, e Arts, a rich Sail, — 
kind Climate, ilful Induſtry, and flou- | 
bete Trad e can AVE us. A 56486! | 1 
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hardy as to cavil at it. But it is pre- 
tended, that the Terms are Diſadvantage- 
cus, and that we had it in our Power to 
have made the. Enemy ſubmit to better. 
Now here let theſe knowing Men anſwer 
ſeriouſly to theſe Queſtions. Are they not 
of the number of thoſe, who have been ſo 
long managing the Affairs of Nations, that 
they are too wiſe in their own Conceit to 
be pleas'd or thankful for any thing? That 
have concerned themſelves ſo much with 
the Government, that they can't. bear to be 
Soverned? Are they not ſuch, as being ex- 
cluded from any ſhare in the Publick Ad- 
. Miniſtrations, are under a natural Incapa- 
city of ſeeing into the true ſtate of Things? 
That from little Scraps of falſe Knowledge, 
take upon; them to, abuſe Schemes com 
. triv'd and manag'd with the higheſt Wiſ- 
dom and Integrity? Or farther, Are they 
not of that ſort, whoſe mutinous Paſſions 
Will not ſuffer them to be eaſy and con- 
tent, or approve things that are excellent? | 
Are they not ſo fond of ſome imaginary 
Draught of their own, that they would 
rather facrifice their Country, than have 
its Happinefs owing to a contrary Scheme? 
Does not this make them unthankful un- 
der the greateſt Bleſſings, repine at Hap- 
pineſs, and ready to curſe a Protection 
thay thruſt upon che ? Have they no 
Io fits 5 NI cal ihes! ach 
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ſuch Prejudice againſt Men in Authority 


as may diſcolour their wiſeſt Actions, and 
make them uneaſy under their moſt pro- 
ſperous Conduct? Or, laſtly, Are they not 
48 p in a Party, and ſo like or diſlike, juſt 
by; fo Spirit directs them? Are they not 
ford by the Power of Principle, to refuſe. 
Happineſs from ſuch Hands, and condemn. 
their Proceedings whether right or wrong? 
If theſe Men will fay, they have neither, 
Ignorance, Paſſions, or Party, to hinder. 
them from being good Judges of theſe 


Matters, they can't expect to be believed; 


and fo long as they are under ſuch Impedi- 
ments, they ought not to a t their Judg- 
ments ſhould be regarded: Nay, . they 
have no Right to any more Candour and 
Civility, than thoſe, who either to advance 
fond Schemes of their own, or gratify. 
their impure Lufts, diſpute the Providence 


- 


of God, and would perſwade us to throw 
off the Burthen of Religion. 
In ſhort, either this Affair of Peace is 
manag'd to the beſt. Advantage, or it is 
not; 1f it is, then let thoſe who dare mur 
mur at it, look to themſelves: Better were 
it for them that 4 Mill. ſtone were tied about. 

their Neck, and they were caſt into the Sea, 
than to live diſturbing Society, and pre- 
venting the Bleffings of the Wiſeſt Con- 
duct. Thus to reward the Wifdom and 
D 2 Care 
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and teach, People to 8 20 
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Violation Ae e Laws of Hu 
ructive of the Ends of 

vetament, an the Peace of Society. 80 
that it we "ould grant that which no- 
10 0 but 5 Wg or Party 
d ſuppole, namely, tha things miglit 
BYE been, better uni ; 1 thoſe that 
re ſo undutiful as to accuſe and expoſe 
them, are pronounc'd Sinners by the ex- 
preſs Voice both of Reaſon an Revela- 


Does i 4 appear Pty our rude diſloy al 
af We Government, Sn 
and abuſing its Condu&, is owing 10 ſome 

con- 
cerning the N ature and Origin 0 Govern · 
ment, and Meaſures of ne to It 5 


then let the e of (leſs fatal Do- 
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tion, 
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Fruit of ſuch guilty Labours, and what 
Reward they 5 expect in Heaven, for 
adding to the Corruptions of Human Na- 
ture, teaching Men to be Wicked out of 
N and making that their Duty, 
rhich the Scripture makes Damnation. 

o ſpread abroad Poctrines that are in- 
conſiſtent with any of the ſocial Duties, 
is to contradic the Deſigns of Religion; 
but to publiſh Notions that take away 
the Authority of Government, and pos ; 
ſarily induce People to be Inſolent, and 
mutinous under it, is exalted Millan). 
But may thoſe concern'd in that Wicked 
| Cauſe, whither guided by Intereſt or 
Conſcience, ſo at laſt learn to fear God, 
and honour their Queen, as neither to per- 
vert his Words, nor attack her Preroga- 
tive. May they return to Chriſtian Mea- 
| ſures of Obedience and Submiſſion to her, 
and with truly penitent and loyal Hearts, 
make publick Confeſſion that they have 
Sinned againſt Heaven and Her, and are 


105 more worthy to be called Her Sub- 1 
"Bins. Seel „Have theſe Notions { © | 
pernicious Effects upon our Manners ? Let i 
this teach us to keep cloſe to ſound Doc- | 
trine, and exhort one another to preſerve | 
with Diligence, and profes with Boldneſs, a 
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thoſe good old Principles of | our Religion, 55 
concerning the Divinity of our Soveral ns 
Authority, and the abſolute Paſſive 'Obe- 
dience we owe to Her. Since it appears, 
that theſe Doctrines are not only raught 
by the Holy*Ghoſt, and the cleareſt De- 


ducions of Reaſon, but are likewiſe of | 


the laft Importance to the ſupport of Go- 


vernment, and the peace and welfare of 
Society. We indeed are ſometimes told, 
that theſe things' are State-Matters, which 
have nothing to do with Chriſtian Duty, 
any farther than the Laws of the Land 
direck us; and that the Clergy go out 
of their Sphere, when they pretend to 
fettle theſe Points. But I hope we ſhall 
have Senſe enough to know, and Courage 
enough to aſſert, that we have Fn ger 


fion; nay, Command from Heaven, Is 


22 it upon our Flocks, as they | 
for Happiness, to be entirely Subject 4 
paſſively Obedient to Government. For 
"tis a moral Duty of immutable Obliga- 
tion, founded in the Eternal Nature and 


Reaſon of things, and farther Eſtabliſned 
by the expreſs word of God. Therefore 


the faithful Ambaſſador of Chriſt, will no 
mote ceaſe to maintain the Divine Autho-. 
rity of Kings, and the entire Obedience 


of the Subject, becauſe they may be cal - 


_ oy of State, than * will give 


up 
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Lask, are they Sincerely willing to pre- 


.vent them? If fo, ler chem learn ee be 
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-Whilſt they 
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meek and lowly, and forbear to diſpleaſe 
God, by 1 8 


rding his Vicegerents. For, 
break out into Murmurings 


* 


# 


and factious Complaints, and behave them- 


ſelves with Ingratitude and Inſolence to- 
wards. our Sovereign, ſuppoſing things to 


be ever ſo well managed, they will bring 


à Curſe upon them, and provoke Heaven 
to diſappoint our Wiſeſt Councils. So that 


if they ſhould live to ſee any of thoſe 


imaginary Ills befal us, which they now 


ſo vainly and wickedly preſage; if the 


Peace ſhould be lefs laſting, or leſs profi- 


table, than our Good Queen imagin'd, 


not unto Her, not unto Her Miniftry, but 


unto their ſinful Ingratitude, and ſeditious 
Lives, muſt the Fault be laid. But if, on 
the contrary, we would all betake our 
ſelves to ſincere Repentance, and heartily 


endeavour to reform our Lives; would we 


but take a true care to recommend our 


{elves to the favour of God, by ſtri 


| 


1 
dit 
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diſeharging every Duty of the Chriſtian 
Life, in every inftance of Piety, 011 80 


Charity, and Temperance, this wa 

a good Foundation for a laſting Peace, and 
all other Bleſſings of Life. If there ſhould 
be fome failure of Wiſdom in any pro- 
ceedings of Goyernment, yet if we be- 
haved our felves under them, with Thank- 
fulneſs and Humility, neither diſtruſting 
the Providence of God, nor diſgracing the 
Conduct of our Queen, this would be a 
likely means to profper our Deſigns, and 
have That ſupply'd by Divine Providence, 
Which was wanting in Human Council. 
They therefore that by ungrateful rebel - 
lious Complaints, create a reſtleſs and un- 
dutifal Deportment in the Subject, are 
juſtly to be reckoned a Curſe upon the 
Nation, and ſuch as prevent the Bleſſings 


— 


of the Wiſeſt Management. 

Fourthly, If it be always a Crime to 
ſpeak Evil of our Governour, and cheriſh 
Diſcontent againſt Government, how much 
more Sinful is it againſt ſuch a Gover- 
nour, as our maſt Gracious" Sovereign, and 
at ſuch a Part of Her Government, as 
might endear the worſt of Tyrants to 
our Affect ions? If we confider the Glo- 

ries of her Reign, and review the Bleſſed 
Years, tis all but one uninterrupted Bright- 
neſs. No Spirit of "Tyranny, no haſty 
1 5 Projects, 


rr 


(ar) 


Projects, no want of Care, no defect in 


caſt the leaſt Blemiſh on Her Conduct. 
But Her Government, like that of Pro- 
vidence, has been a well-order'd Scheme 
of Management, where all things have 
worked together for our good. —- 


Whilſt War was neceſſary, we had all | 
the Bleſſings which Victorious Arms could 


give; but as She ſent out her Troops, not 
thirſty of Blood, or in love with Battel, 


but to compoſe Contentions dangerous to 
Britain; ſo no ſooner had She Rival Prin- 


ces in Her Power, but pitying the waſte 


of every Nation, form'd them into Peace; 
She has now calld home happy Britains 
from Seas of Blood, and Tolls. of War, 
Expence of Life and Wealth, to reap the 
fold Bleſſings of Peace, to grow Great 


in quiet, and enjoy the Friendſhip of 


every Nation. 
And whilſt thus the State thrives and 
triumphs under Her Protection, how does 
our Church rejoyce in her true Defender, 

wWhilſt She fees — faithful Sons encoura- 
raged. to be good, whilſt to defend her 
Oy is to obtain ANNA's Favour? 
Whilſt She ſees the Princely Heart eager in 
the Cauſe of God, firm to the Faith, as 
undaunted Martyr's, zealous in Devotion, 
both in Principle and Practice unchan- 
E geably 
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geeabiy good! Thou Great, Dear Offsprin 

ef Great CHARLES, how does his 
; Royal Virtues ſhine in Thee! Glorious 
in eyery Excellence, that can grace a Chri- 


> me 


+ © How ſtrange is it, my Brethren, that 
She who has all along thus ſecur'd our Lives, 
Liberty, and Fortunes, She that has been 
tts true to every Duty towards God, fo 
tender of every Right of Her Subjects, and 
1 3. J0 Hearty to our general Welfare, ſhould 
need to entreat Her Subjects to be eaſie 


f , 


under Her Government, and not Reproach 
Her Care e Is it not enough of Shame, 
that we once reviled, perſecuted and con- 
demned the beſt of Kings, but we muſt 
repeat thoſe Murmurs, and raiſe again 
E thoſe Diſcontents under a Government 
M5 equally glorious? But as we have any 
fear of God, or expectation of his Judg- 
ments, let us return to a truly Loyal be- 
haviour, and by better Obedience deliver 
our ſelves from the guilt of our Forefathers 
Rebellion. For, how can we tell where 
We ſhall ſtop, or to what Extravagance 
Wie ſhall not proceed, if bleſſing and Proſ- 
Ol there- 


prey can make us thus reſtleſs 


tore, let us caſt out this Evil Spirit of diſ- 
content, and with Hearts truly pious and 
boah adore che Frovidence of God, and 
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be thankful for the Care of the bt 
ble Peace. Let this important Bleſſing 
raiſe in our Soul ſuch ſtrong Sentimentsof 
Joy and Gratitude, as may make ds Ing, 
to make all the Returns we can, Both; t 
God, and our Gracious Sovereign, * ** 
Let our Souls magnifie the Lord, and ou." VF 
Spirits rejoyce in God our Saviour; let then, 
praiſe the Lord for his 1 and continu ? 
ally declare this, and all other Wonders that 
he doth for the Children of Men; let us with 
united Voices, and united Hearts, beg of 
Heaven to bleſs Her Majeſty with length 
of Days; and that finally, after this Life 
ended, She may be tranſlated to a more 
glorious State, to live, rejoyce, and reign 
amongſt the Thrones, Principalities, and 
Powers of Heaven, Now to God the Father, 
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